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Bob’s Story
Bob told us that objects in the distance had become 
blurry and he could no longer enjoy the views. He tried 
a few pairs of prescription sunglasses (kindly donated 
by personalEYES for Life). 

Finally, he looked up with a brilliant smile and 
pronounced “I can see”!

SERVING OVERSEAS NATIONS BY SHIP

SONSHIP, which means Serving 
Overseas Nations by Ship has as its 
basic philosophy the service of our 

fellow human beings, particularly in the 
Solomon Islands, where shipping and 
boats are the only means of transport. 

Since SONSHIP was born in 2003, teams have travelled to the Western Solomons 
and engaged in community projects and programs. With your help Sonship can 
continue to provide medical aid in the Solomon Islands. All donations over $100 
are tax deductible.

$2	 Mosquito net

$5	 Vaccination 

$10	 Tropical ulcer dressing

$20	 Malaria treatment

$50	 First aid/suture kit

$100	 Clinical nurse session

$250	 Preventative health education lecture for a village

$2,500	 Diesel fuel for MediSONSHIP

$5,000	 Freight for medical supplies to the Solomon’s

$10,000	 New surgical/treatment room

$25,000	 Small ambulance boat for medical emergencies

www.sonship.org.au

CAN YOU HELP?

HOW YOUR DONATION WILL BE USED...

For more information about SONSHIP, how you can be 
involved or how you can contribute to the mission projects: 
POST	 PO Box 127 Cooranbong NSW 2265 Australia 
EMAIL 	 info@sonship.org.au
WEBSITE	 www.sonship.org.au 



SONSHIP HISTORY

Sonship’s story began in 1989 when 
Pr Nathan Rore, then President of the 
Western Solomon Islands Mission of 

the Seventh-day Adventist Church, invited 
Trevor and Helen Oliver to establish a 
shipping business in the Western Solomon 
Islands to help the local people transport 
goods from their villages to a point of 
sale.

In 1995 “Ferguson Shipping” (named in 
honour of the late Pr and Mrs Wallace 
Ferguson, who served as missionaries in 
the Pacific for 25 years), was established, 
and its first boat “Ferguson Express” 
arrived at Kukundu in late December. 

The Western Solomon Islands Mission 
leased a corner of its land on beautiful 
Meresu Cove to Ferguson Shipping to 
establish its Headquarters.

A house was built for the Manager and in 
2004 a second house was constructed to 
accommodate any SONSHIP teams that 
may wish to visit the Solomon Islands. 

SONSHIP’s vision is to expand this medical program to many other parts of the 
Solomons and indeed to the whole of the South Pacific region. This required the 
acquisition of MediSONSHIP1, the first in our fleet that will be required to service 
many other locations.

Your financial assistance would be greatly appreciated to make this vision a reality, 
please visit our website www.sonship.org.au to make a secure online donation.

The establishment of Ferguson 
Shipping has not only helped the local 
people by providing much needed 
transport for people and produce 
but now provides the infrastructure 
- accommodation, transport and food 
for the people participating in SONSHIP. 

The SONSHIP concept further evolved 
late 2003 and grew into fruition April 
2004 when the first group of 23 
volunteers left Australia and flew to 
Kukundu in the western province of the 
Solomon Islands.

THE SONSHIP VISION

In April 2007 a devastating 
earthquake and tsunami hit the 
Western Province of the Solomon 

Islands, including Kukundu where 
SONSHIP house is located. 

This natural disaster caused extensive 
damage and a loss of life and 
demonstrated just how vulnerable the 
isolated villages are. 

Many of these remote villages 
received no aid for many weeks and 
medical attention was non existent.

In July, 2007 the SONSHIP Action 
Team observed the great need for 
medical facilities in these remote 
areas and returned to Australia with a 
determination to do something to help 
the situation.

In August, 2007 a 50 foot power 
catamaran MediSONSHIP1 was 
purchased with the aim of making this 
boat a permanent floating medical 
clinic. 

This clinic travels to the remote villages 
that presently have no medical 
assistance.
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